
 
 

 
 
 

Petaluma Speedway Destruction Derby Rules 
Sunday, June 28, 2015  @ 1 pm 

 
All derby cars must be registered and in the pits by 12:30 PM. 
 
The basic idea of a Destruction Derby is for cars to ram each other. 
 
Cars may be disqualified for: 

a. Not mixing it up, staying in the background and doing little ramming. 
b. Taking too long to start the car, 3 minutes allowed. 
c. Getting tied up with another car too long, 2 minutes allowed. 
d. Driving out of the derby area. 

The Officials score the cars and watch for this more than any other thing. 
 
Decisions of the officials are final in all cases.  Officials may check car after the derby is over.  Any cars 
allowed to run may be subject to disqualification if found illegal, including visual illegalities. 
 
All cars must be removed from the premises after the derby.  
All cars must be stock.  If it is not in the rules, it is not allowed. 
 
Do not leave the cockpit of a stalled car until after the derby ends as the greatest danger lies in being struck 
by another car while crossing the track.  Seat belts must remain buckled during the entire derby period.  If a 
car catches fire, car may not start that period of derby again.  Regulation race helmet is required. 
 
CAR SPECIFICATIONS: 

1. Cars that have run other derbies may not be allowed to run if an official rules that the car is too bent 
up. 

2. Open to any U.S. hard top model stock car, including station wagons.  NO CHRYSLER IMPERIALS, 
NO TRUCKS OR COMMERCIAL VEHICLES.  All cars may shift gears at transmission. 

3. Cars may not be raised or lowered, no weight may be added or taken off.  No water or transmission 
coolers in driver compartment.  No spare tire in trunk.  No tire in trunk.  No trailer hitches.  Stock 
bumper only.  Bumpers must be stock height from ground and may be torched on ends.  Rear springs 
may be welded or taped. 

4. All replacement parts must be stock automotive passenger car parts.  Fans may be removed.  Locked 
rear ends optional. 

5. All glass must be removed.  Upholstery must be removed, back seat must be removed.  Seat must be 
chained or bolted down.  Bucket seat allowed.  Front seat must be fastened with a chain or heavy 
strap to rear compartment so it will not fold forward.  Standard safety belt required.  No holes may be 
cut in firewall. 

6. No metal may be cut away.  Fenders and hood must be left on.  Hood must remain on during the 
running of the derby.  Hood and trunk are not to be welded to the frame.  All doors must be welded 
shut.  Other doors may have 1 chain & spot-welded 3 inches every 12 inches.  Front and rear 
doorposts may be braced from front right to left side of car.  Roll bars may be used. Unibodies and Z 
& I frames may be braced under the driver only. 

7. Gas tank must be moved inside the car, but not in a spot dangerous to the driver.  No pressure type 
fuel systems.  Hand throttle optional.  No more than 3 gallons of fuel in the tank. 



8. Battery must be moved inside the car and must be covered with an inner tube, both bolted solid.  Not 
wired and no plumber’s tape to be used.  Two (2) batteries may be used. 

9. Wheels 12 in. or 15 in. or the size of original stock equipment.  No mud/snow grip tires on drive axles.  
No tire over 8 ply.  Stock automotive tires only, maximum size 8” or original stock equipment. 

10. Any type oil may be used.  No adding gas or water after derby has started.  No working on cars after 
derby has started (Inside or outside the car). 

11. A spark arrester or air cleaner must be on carburetor.  No oil type. 
12. A 2’ Diameter hole MUST be cut in hood over air cleaner to allow a fire extinguisher nozzle to enter to 

put out a possible fire.  Fire is always possible in a derby, so it is your responsibility as a driver or 
owner to eliminate possible sources of fire.   

13. Padding (foam rubber recommended) is mandatory on steering wheel.  Padding is recommended on 
inside driver’s door and any area that driver could cut or bruise himself. 

14. Driver’s side door may be reinforced with a ¼” thick, or larger, steel plate, dropped into window cavity.  
Plate must not protrude above bottom of windowsill.  It is not necessary to fasten plate in any way, 
just make sure it fills the cavity at door. 

15. Rear doorpost directly behind driver’s seat must be braced from side to side.  Two methods may be 
used: 
 
1. A single pipe running form side to side, installed not higher than driver’s shoulders, using flanges 
welded on each end of pipe, and bolted with four (4) 3/8” bolts through flanges and main body is 
acceptable. 
EXAMPLE:      End plates no larger than 12” square. 
                                                                                  Brace from center to roof 8: square, but not  
                                                                                  attached to roof. 

               
   
2.  A cross brace method is recommended, using flanges and bolted with four 3/8” bolts through main 
body and flanges 
EXAMPLE: 
 

               
Bracing must be 1 ½ x .030 pipe.   DO NOT RUN PIPE DIRECTLY BEHIND DRIVER’S HEAD! 
 EXAMPLE: 

                     <----------WRONG 
Reinforcing allowed only as stated in rules. 

16. A bar allowed across dash from side to side, 2 ½ OD max.  Side plates no larger than 1 ft. square 
3/8” thick.  On a 2-door car, without center posts, the same rule applies. 

 
CARS MUST BE READY TO RUN WHEN BROUGHT TO THE TRACK.  OFFICIAL’S DECISIONS 
FINAL. 
 
   


